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G/SA LEADS 
DAY OF 
SILENCE 

by Sam Kahn 

To protest the injustices and the 
forced silence facing homosexual 
youth, over fifty  students, organized 
by the Gay/Straight Alliance, si-
lenced themselves on Wednesday. 
Those honoring the National Day of 
Silence, an annual event now in its 
sixth year, refrained from commu-
nication of any kind, including ges-
ticulating and note-writing, thus 
echoing the discriminations and the 
silence routinely inflicted on homo-
sexual youth. After five years of 
varying success, the G/SAorganized 
the Day of Silence very differently 
this year. The introduction of lists 
of participants and a far-ranging 
publicity campaign prior to the event 
transformed the Day of Silence from 
a marginal and often-ridiculed event 
into a large protest that provoked de-
bate and increased awareness 
throughout the campus. 

"This year went very differently 
than before," said G/SA co-presi-
dentand Day of Silence organizer 
Rebecca Shaykin (11). "When I 
participated in my first Day of Si-
lence in eighth grade, it was very 
much underground. I felt like the 
Day of Silence was respected more 
this year. It raised awareness, and it 
was great to have more people par-
ticipating-not just showing their sup-
port for the Day of Silence but to 
understand how silence feels." 

"The Gay/Straight Alliance exam-
ined last year 's Day of Silence, 
which was not well done, and 
thought of ways to organize it bet-
ter," said G/SA faculty advisor Phil-
ip Clark of the reforms in this year's 
event. "We made a commitment to 
making it work, we publicized the 
event way in advance, we held reg-
ular meetings, kept in touch with e-
mails, and we decided that to under-
stand the effect of the Day of Si-
lence, there needed to be an inabili-
ty to communicate. In the past peo-
ple would make funny hand gestures 
and make a joke out of silent com-
munication, so we thought it would 
be more powerful to have no com-
munication." 

Please see G/SA Day of 
Silence,  Page 5 
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ATOM BOMBS, ART AND ALUMNI: THIS YEAR'S 
HIROSHIMA " BOOK DAY HIGHLY ACCLAIMED 

by Mark Todrys 

As die last Horace Mann students 
filed into the New Gym at around 9:25 
AM last Wednesday for the eighth 
annual Book Day, Harry Truman's 
voice announced die dropping of the 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. Only a 
few minutes later a short and spry old 
man wearing a grey suit ascended the 
podium. This was Dr. Freeman Dys-
on, die renowned scientist and Book 
Day's much-anticipated keynote speak-
er. 

Each year, the entire Horace Mann 
Upper School reads a book selected by 
a committee in the spring of the previ-
ous year. Amidst some controversy, the 
Book Day committee chose John Her-
sey's "Hiroshima" as diis year's book. 
Originally printed as an issue of "The 
New Yorker" in 1946, Hersey's book 
has become a classic of World War II 
literature. "There was something in-
triguing about Hersey's impersonality," 
said Caroline Bartels, the Chair of the 
Book Day Committee. "I liked the 
book's powerful imagery," said Alex 
Korallus-Shapiro (10), who ran a work-
shop with Head of Upper School 
Lawrence Weiss that describe vari-
ous reasons for the dropping of atomic 

Workshop  leaders  Alex  Kehl  (11), Andrew  Gildin  (11), and Cliff  Orsher  (11) discuss 
the ethics  of  dropping  the bomb  on Hiroshima. 

bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
But Book Day's focus is often not 

the book itself, but rather the work-
shops run by a few guests and a large 
number of Horace Mann students and 
faculty. This year's proved no excep-
tion. While certain workshops, like 
Robert Boynton's which focused on the 
book's literary merit and its great jour-
nalistic work. "It's more about where 
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we can jump off [from the themes of 
the book]," commented Bartels on the 
lack of workshop discussing Hersey's 
writing Even in his opening speech, 
Dyson chose to focus not on atomic 
energy but on the debate as to whether 
technology is out of control. 

This year's workshops ranged from 
the science of the atomic bomb to Jap-
anese dance. As Book Day always 

promises, students received a well-
rounded and aunique type of educa-
tion. "I thought the day as a whole was 
extremely informative, and I am glad 
that the Book Day Committee took a 
risk and chose to discuss a topic in 
American History that is so important 

Please see Book  Day, 
Page 4 

Members  of  the NiteStar  group  act  out  dating  awareness  skits. 

Can't Touch This: HM Dating 
Assembly Addresses Harassment 

by Sarah Mishkin 

"Be aware of the box in which you 
are put, and into which you put peo-
ple," said the NiteStar group during 
their performance at HM this past 
Tuesday. NiteStar, a teen theater 
group affiliated with St. Luke's, put 
on a two period assembly focusing 
on teen values and attitudes towards 
many different health-related issues. 
NiteStar's presentation was divided 
into two segments; the first was a 
series of sketches about teenage life, 
and the second was a question and 
answer period during which the cast, 
still in character, fielded questions 
regarding the sketches. Specific 
sketches dealt with STD prevention, 
HIV/AIDS, teen pregnancy, homo-
sexuality, and abusive relationships. 

The performers, through a com-
bination of drama, song, and dance, 
conveyed a powerful message that 
went beyond being another pedan-
tic "be safe" lecture. Through enter-
taining and humorous skits, they 

kept the audience engaged; laughs 
and applause were sprinkled liber-
ally throughout the one and a half 
hour show. 

One such skit showed two friends 
talking; one reveals that she is preg-
nant, and the other tries to convince 
her to go to a clinic to get help. The 
pregnant girl wants to keep the chi Id 
and fears that a counselor will  force 
her into doing something against her 
wishes. In the one discussion, the 
performers brought up teen pregnan-
cy, condom use, abortion, and the 
possibilities that exist at confiden-
tial clinics. All  the skits incorporat-
ed multiple topics, replicating the 
complexities of real life. A theme 
that was woven throughout all of the 
skits; moreover, was the idea of de-
cisions, and the fact that the choices 
teenagers make can change their 
lives forever. 

Please see Assembly, 
Page 5 

GC PASSES FUNDRAISING 
ASSISTANCE FOR CLUBS 

by Sarah Evans 

The GC met on Tuesday to discuss 
the Fundraising Assistance Bill,  pro-
posed by Danny Moldovan ( 11 ), Steven 
Shevelev (9), Thomas Dolinger (9), 
Marc Eskenazi ( 12), and Erin Schwartz 
(11). The bill  outlined different ways 
to increase the efficiency of fundrais-
ing through limiting competition be-
tween clubs, creating late-day bake-
sales, and encouraging inter-school 
fundraising. 

Although many appeared in favor of 
the bill, numerous students also op-
posed it. Spencer Soloway (12) stated 
that he didn't believe fundraising to be 
a problem at Horace Mann, and that 
perhaps instead of passing a bill  on the 

subject, the Council should make an 
amendment to the Constitution includ-
ing the main topics of the bill. 

After many people voiced their opin-
ions on whether or not there should be 
an amendment to the constitution, a 
motion was made to call the amend-
ment to question and it passed, four-
teen votes to seven. Afterwards, there 
was a motion to table the bill. 

When commenting on the tabled 
bill,  GC Chair David Siffert (12) said, 
"There has been great concern about 
the limited budgeting and fundraising 
for clubs. This bill  attempted to address 
that; however, the council felt that its 

Please see GC, 
Page 5 

Representatives  of  the Fundraising  Bill  propose  their  ideas. 
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