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Members of NOW 
discuss homophobia 

HM to host exchange students 
following recent trip to France 

by Alice Wolfram 

On Wednesday, the Women's Issues 
Club and the Gay Straight Alliance held 
a discussion about homophobia and its 
relationship to feminism and the 
women's movement. The discussion 
was led by two speakers from the Na-
tional Oiganization for Women: Galin 
Shirwin and Dina Sullivan. 

Shirwin is currently the legislative 
vice president of NOW in New York 
City and previously served for two years 
as chair of the Lesbian Bisexual Rights 
Committee. She recalls becoming a 
feminist "when [she] was six," and came 
out as bisexual in college, since which 
time she has been involved in gay rights 
activism. Sullivan, the second speaker, 
is currently a student at Brown and in-
terned with NOW last semester. 

Shirwin said the purpose of the meet-
ing was to "talk about why homopho-
bia is a women's issue, which is part of 
what NOW hopes to accomplish." 

Shirwin opened the meeting by 
briefly discussing the history of the 
women's movement. The first wave of 
feminism, she said, began after the Civil 
War and lasted through the women's 
suffrage movement. The second wave 
of feminism, she explained, began in the 
late 1950s and lasted through the 60's 
and 70's. During this second wave, the 
gay rights movement also took root. 

According to Shirwin, the gay rights 
movement helped the women's move-
ment in many ways, but also created ten-
sions between and within the two 
groups. Many feminists were divided 
into two groups: those who were ho-
mophobic. and those who fell that the 
only way to truly be a feminist was to 
be a lesbian andhave as little to do with 
men as possible. 

Shirwin went on to explain that main-
stream feminists rejected lesbians. She 
said, "NOW is often still perceived as 
doing that... NOW has in fact changed 
their policies significantly and has made 
lesbian rights part of their platform." 

After the meeting Shirwin discussed 
the importance of the cause. "Right now 
is a time when everyone needs to get 
involved because there are a lot of at-
tacks on gay and lesbians such as the 
same sex marriage act, which we need 
to get involved against," she said. 

Sullivan then took over and asked the 
assembled students to think of all the 
words they had heard used to describe 
homosexuals, no matter how vulgar or 
derogatory. After a list was made of 24 
such terms, she selected a few, and the 
group discussed the stereotypes that the 
terms have come to imply. 

Sullivan then discussed the difference 
between the words "sex" and "gender." 
She said sex usually refers to a concrete 
classification: male or female. However, 
gender usually refers to the traits that are 
associated with one's sex. The group 
came up with a list of words that are 
commonly associated with masculinity 
and a list of words that are commonly 
associated with femininity. 

"There is a difference between your 
sex, male or female, and your gender, 
which is who you are and how you act," 
said Shirwin. "Feminism is saying that 
your sex should not dictate your success 
in life." 

The group then discussed what is per-
ceived as "normal" and who decides 
what the norms are. Sullivan asked a 
series of questions, each of which the 
group briefly discussed: What is a 
normal breakfast? What is a normal 
age to have children? What is an 
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by Michael Kolber 

Members  of  the National  Organization  for  Women  Galin 

For two weeks in March, Lara 
Setrakian (9) lived with a family in 
Sommières, France. She ate meals 
with the family and participated in 
its activities, including a jazz band 
practice. 

"It  took all the French I've ever 
learned to communicate," Setrakian 
said. "I was completely immersed 
in the French language and culture." 

Starting Thursday, Setrakian and 
23 other Horace Mann students, will 
return the favor. 

The smal l , rural town of 
Sommières, in the South of France, 
hosted the 24 students from Friday, 
March 7, to Monday, March 10, as 
part of the school's incipient foreign 
exchange program. French students 
will  visit Horace Mann and stay with 
the families whom they hosted from 
Thursday, April  3, to Wednesday, 
April  16. 

"The students saw immediate im-
provement in their French skills," 
Foreign Language Department Chair 
Anne Lawday said. "French was no 
longer relegated to the classroom 
and three pages of homework. It was 
sink or swim." 

Lawday, French Depar tmen t 
member Kenneth R. Carpenter, and 
parent volunteer Karla Toledano ac-
compan ied the HM s tudents to 
France. 

On most of the days the students 
were in France, they attended classes 

at their hosts' school in the morn-
ings and then went on excursions 
with the rest of the HM group in the 
afternoons. The students spent the 
weekends and evenings with their 
host families. 

They saw such sights as the an-
cient walled city of Aiguës Mortes, 
the Medi terranean coast, nearby 
Montpellier, and an aquarium. 

The exchange was the second time 
Andrew Kane (10) had been in 
France, and he said he had a very 
difference experience this time than 
the first one when he went as a tour-
ist. 

" I t 's very excit ing to see their 

point of view," Kane said. "Parisians 
are di f ferent, but the majori ty of 
France idolizes America." 

Kane said he was impressed with 
how close-knit the French families 
are, as well as their unusual and plen-
tiful  food. 

"I  don't normally eat rabbit or a 
lot of ham, but when I was there 1 
would eat whatever they were hav-
ing and it was usually pretty good," 
Kane said. 

When Setrakian spent her leisure 
time with her family, she learned that 
they were very musically talented, 
she said. 
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Alexis  Lyons  (8), Josephine  Stevenson  (8), Jessica  Lee (10), 
Janet  Yeh (10), Nicole  Blum  (10), Andrew  Kane (10), Brad 
Green (8), Jennifer  Park  (9), Andrea  Piskora  (9), and Ariella 
Bernkopf  (8) look  for  their  hosts  minutes  after  arrival  at the 
Montpell ier  train  station. 

Zuroski to direct Nursery Years 
by Michael Kolber 

A search committee recently se-
lected Patricia Yuan Zuroski, an ad-
ministrator of a college scholarship 
in upstate New York, to direct the 
Nursery Div is ion, Mulladv said 
Wednesday. 

Zuroski, who has worked in child 
care and early development for over 
20 years, will  begin working this 
summer, when Fran Fein, who has 
directed the division for 16 years, 
retires. 

"She is one of those peop le 
w h o s e i n te l l i gence is c o m i n g 
th rough w h e n e v e r she speaks , 
w h o m you jus t have to t ake , " 
Mullady said of Zuroski. 

Zuroski currently directs a $3 
mil l ion col lege scholarship pro-
gram at Wegmans Food Markets, 
Inc., in Rochester, N.Y., for the 
company's 2,000 employees. She 
has also directed the company 's 
child care programs for the employ-
ees. 

Zuroski said the posi t ion ap-

involved in child care earlier in her 
career and would like to return to 
the field. 

"When I became aware of the po-
sition, the ad stood out in my mind 
f rom other ads for s imi lar posi-
tions," Zuroski said. 

The ad sought an individual who 
had leadership potential, a sense of 
humor, and a commitment to diver-
sity, among other quali t ies, in ap-
plicants. 

"Horace Mann felt like a place 
that might be a fit  for me," Zuroski 
said. 

Zuroski has worked in child care 
and nursery school programs since 
she g r a d u a t e d f r o m C o l u m b i a 
University in 1971. She received 
a mas te r ' s degree in educa t ion 
from Bank Street College in 1989. 

" S h e s e e m s very s w e e t and 
bright," Fein said. 

Fein said she would be at school 
in August, when Zuroski will  be 
b e c o m i n g acqua in ted wi th the 
school. 

" S h e ' s w o n d e r f u l , " said Sara 
Hardin, a Nursery Division teacher 

who was on the search commit tee. 
"She 's very smart, energetic, and 
has a great sense of humor." 

Since a sense of humor was so 
crucial for appl icants, Zuroski in-
cluded a newspaper cl ipping about 
herself in her appl icat ion. 

The ar t ic le said Zurosk i had 
f o r m e d a b a s k e t b a l l team of 
middle-aged women who had never 
played basketbal l before so that 
they could learn the mentality of 
men who had been part of team 
sports. 

"The one thing I never did was 
play on a team sport, so I thought if 
1 understood the strategy of team 
sports I would understand the strat-
egy of the c o n f e r e n c e tab le , " 
Wegman was quoted as saying in the 
article. 

Mullady said one of the major 
changes which Zuroski will  oversee 
will  be adjusting when most students 
enter the Nursery Division. Mullady 
said she would like to have more stu-
dents enter Kindergarten and fewer 
students enter as three- and four-
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O P I N I O N 

\ Helbok commends 
Torres!?!? 

Outspoken phys ics teacher John 
Helbok commends columnist Eddie 
Torres on his changing viewpoint, 
from a liberal to a moderate. 

N E W S 

Africa, India, China, 
Oh My! 

History teachers Micnellc Tabor and 
Elisabeth Sperling will  be travelling to 
India and China, repectively. French 
teacher Micheal Dale will  be studying, 
and, possibly, visiting, Africa. 

N E W S 

Adu does the Griot 
Actor Frank Adu impersonated a 
traditional African story teller in this 
y e a r ' s Mar t in Luther K ing Jr. 
Assembly on Monday in an hour and 
a half performance. In a one hour 
period! 

S P O R T S 

Boys' Lax wins first game 
In an 8-6 victory, the Boys' Varsity 
Lacrosse defeated Mount St. Michael 
at their field. The junior-dominated 
team proved their ability early in the 
season. 
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