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Known by his peers for an ability 
to quote any movie since 1942, 
Benjy Kirschenbaum (12) was voted 
valedictorian by the senior class. 

He will  be responsible for giving 
a 15-minute speech at graduation in 
June. 

Kirschenbaum's "notably smart and 
funny" demeanor contributed greatly 
to his win, said Jenny Friedman (12). 

"As his classmates, we know him 
as a great speaker through class 
presentations, his participation in 
each school play, and his occasional 
performances on stage during 
assemblies," she said. 

Andre Baum (12) attributed personal 
support for Kirschenbaum to "his 
quality of being equally as poised and 
humble as he is intelligent," making 
him an "ideal representative for our 

class," he said. 

Other students based their support 
on which candidate they thought could 
deliver the best speech. "When voting, 
I looked for someone who could make 
a speech that sums up our grade's 
achievements," said Isaiah Einzing (12). 
"I  didn't want someone who would give 
us advice for life." 

"I  don't know what characteristics 
I have that made people vote for me, 
but I do know the nicest thing about 
winning was that it was an election," 
Kirschenbaum said. 

Horace Mann is one of the few 
schools that allow the senior class to 
select its valedictorian, rather than 
choosing the senior with the highest 
grade point average. 

Many students favor the school's 
electoral procedure and believe it 
"definitely gives more reverence to the 
position," Friedman said. 

Kirschenbaum said his primary goal 
is to make graduation memorable for 

everyone. 

"You can really make the speech what 
you want to make it," Kirschenbaum 
said. He jokingly added, "I have three 
months to think about it, but I'll 
probably just wing it." 

Seniors have different hopes for the 
valedictory address. 

"Graduation speeches expectedly 
revolve around the success of the past 
and the aspirations for the future, 
yet they always seem to have a forced 
sentimentality about them," Baum said. 
"So I hope to hear a speech that covers 
not only the positives but the negatives 
of our high school career through 
reflection on growth and outlook." 

"No advice. A fellow peer 
shouldn't give his class life lessons. 
I want someone to recognize all the 
amazing achievements our grade has 
accomplished," Einzig said. 

"I  don't want to be too cliché, but 1 
will  be-it's a real honor," Kirschenbaum 
said. 

Wi th a sudden epiphany on a 
polynomial problem, Max Wit tek 
(12) brought his team closer to its 
f i rst place victory in a nat ional 
computer science compet i t ion at 
the Universi ty of Pennsylvania last 
Saturday. 

Students who had completed 
AP Compute r Science last year 
snagged f irst place with a perfect 
score and another team compr ised 
of cur rent AP students took th i rd , 
said Computer Science teacher 
Janet Smith. 

The students tackled problems, 
which varied f rom checking the 
solut ion to a Sudoku Board to 
f ind ing the greatest common factor, 
and f rom encrypt ing to decoding a 
str ing of text, Neal Poole (12) said. 

The soduku problem involved 
p rog ramming a computer to check 
whether a completed board was 

correct ly solved. 

On the f irst place team, Luke 
Whi testone (12) solved the sudoku 
problem. "I could never do that 
even if 1 had two days to complete 
it," said team member Wit tek. 

Kather ine Busch (12) was 
part icu lar ly notable because she 
"solved three of the problems 
quickly and worked right away," said 
team member Adam Crown (11). 
She completed one of her problems, 
which required in terpret ing 
numbers and symbols wr i t ten with 
an unusual mathemat ica l notat ion, 
in about twenty minutes, said Luke 
Ingram (11). 

Last year the problems were 
more "abstract" and required more 
mathemat ica l knowledge instead 
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School Examines Laptop Use 
prohibited computer use, most others 
have not stopped students from using 
laptops, according to several students 
interviewed. 

Students themselves have mixed 
feelings about the use of laptops. 
Many agree that the computer 
distracts students. "The chances of 
them checking their mail or talking 
to someone on AIM  is so likely, it's 
almost inevitable," Max Hirsch (11) 
said. "I've seen a few people use them 
correctly the entire period." 

"People don't pay attention. If they 
have paper they'll doodle, if  they have 
a computer they'll check their email," 
said Matthew Jacobs (11), who uses a 
computer for notes in only one of his 
classes. 

Nonetheless, some students did not 
find laptops to be entirely distracting. 
"I  only use the Internet when the 
teacher isn't talking or there are no 
notes to take," Gaurav Saxena (11) said, 
"so I wouldn't say I'm too distracted." 

Strand said he has never seen a 
teacher catch a student misusing his 
or her laptop. "Even if a teacher was 
suspicious, it's really hard to catch 
someone in the act of doing anything," 
he said. 

No students interviewed said they 
thought that laptops should be banned 
from the classroom. 

"Students should feel that their 
behavior is governed by the same good 
sense and reasonable rules that govern 
their behavior in every other way," 
Schiller said. 

BEN M I S H K I N 

Staff Writer 

White and black MacBooks, 
Dells and IBMs increasingly 
adorn classroom tables on 
every floor of Tillinghast. As 
more students use laptops 
in class, the administration 
is discussing how to ensure 
that appropriate computer 
etiquette is observed, 
according to Upper 
Division Head David 
Schiller. 

"When you're in 
class you should be 
paying attention," 
Schiller said. "People 
have been doing 
inappropriate things 
with their computers." 
The faculty expressed a 
wide range of opinions 
on the use of laptops in 
the classroom during the 
last few faculty meetings, 
Schiller said. 

Several members of the faculty 
said in interviews with The Record 
that they wanted to prohibit 
computers from the classroom, with 
the exception of students who have 
accommodations requiring that they 
use laptops in class, while some teachers 
were comfortable with students' using 
computers to take notes. 

Others expressed concern about 
laptop use. "I worry that [students] have 
to be able to concentrate on the screen 

and what their classmates are saying," 
Head of Guidance and Counseling 
Jennifer McFeely said. "Their eyes are 
habituated to the screen." 

"Teachers will  have an individual 
choice on whether to prohibit or 
permit [laptops] in class," Schiller said, 
observing a general faculty consensus. 
Students are not allowed to access the 
Internet during class, Schiller said. 

"The key thing is that the computer 
should serve the values of the school 
the way any other tool does, the way 
an encyclopedia or pencil does," he 
said. 

One teacher has asked that students 
who use laptops sit in the front two 
rows of the room. Another teacher 

requires 
that 

those 
who 

take notes 
on laptops in class show her 

their notes at the end of class, 
Tyler Strand (10) said. 

While some teachers have not 


